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The Lord Mayor speaking after the Castle Baynard Ward Club Lunch in 

April. Alderman Luder and our Hon. Clerk look on. The Honourable 

Artillery Company put out a t ruly impressive array of regimental silver 

for the occasion. 

Getting 
known in 
the City 

0 
n Apri l 28th six members of 

the Court of Assistants 

attended the Civic Luncheon 

of the Castle Baynard Ward Club at 

the Honourable Artil lery Company HQ 

at Armoury House. They were there 

by invitati on of Alderman Ian Lucier, 

President of the Club and the spon

soring Alderman for the Guild of Arts 

Profess ionals. 

Speak ing after lunch in response to 

the opening address from the Lord 

M ayor, Alderman David Brewer, 

Alderman Lucier warmly welcomed our 

young Guild. 

Castle Baynard is one of the 25 

Wards, or electora l districts, w ithi n 

the City of London. Most have 

their own clubs instituted to pro

tect the area's interests and ena ble 

members to meet their elected 

representatives: in this case 

Alderman Lucier and their seven 

Common Councilmen. 

Electors must live or pay ra tes 

within the Ward or represent an 

active businesss in the area, but 

membership of the Ward Club is 

open to a wider aud ience and the 

organisation has a live ly social pro

gramme. 

This newsletter is sponsored by Sotheby's, 34-35 New Bond Street, London W1 A 2AA 
and published by Antiques Trade Gazette, 115 Shaftesbury Avenue, London WC2H SAD 

Contri but ions for pub licat ion should be sent to the editors: 
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IN THE NEWS 

Piecemeal 
legislation 
can~not be the 
right route C 

0 

1' .s 

I 
f the art and antiques trade has not yet made a huge fuss about o 

the London Local Authorities Bill currently passing through com- ~ 
mittee stages in Parliament, it is probably because it is just the lat- ~ 

est in a long line of legislation which seems to chip away at the 

freedom to do business which once marked out London as one of 

the world's most favoured trading places. 

The London Local Authorities Bill proposes that all those dealing 

in secondhand goods in the 33 London Boroughs should be 

required to register and keep records of transactions for inspection 

by the police. It creates some strange bedfellows, setting London's 

top art and antiques dealers and auctioneers alongside the car boot 

traders and fly-by-night High Street chancers that the bill is primari

ly intended to control. 

On paper, such schemes appear to have considerable merit. In 

practice there are legitimate objections, not least because those 

trading dishonestly are most unlikely to keep good records while 

legitimate businesses shoulder an additional bureaucratic burden . 

As originally drafted it was not clear if all boroughs would be 

required to implement the measures, so that registration might be 

required in, say, Ealing, but not Harrow. 

There are plenty of precedents for the piecemeal introduction of 

similar legislation all over the world. In New South Wales, for 

instance, antique dealers have had to deal with a particularly oner

ous manifestation of it for many years, while there have been sur

reptitious attempts to introduce similar restrictions in several US 

states. Closer to home, a dealer licensing scheme has been in oper

ation in Yorkshire for years, but freshest in the memory is the Kent 

Act. This appeared in 2000 as a seriously flawed private bill which 

put unwarranted and impractical restrictions on trade. It was 

amended only after a good deal of time and money was expended 

on lobbying by trade associations. It is still far from clear that the 

resulting bill has made any impact on crime in Kent. 

The need to be constantly challenging apparently well-meaning 

local legislation is, indeed, wearisome. Faced with the current bill 

Anthony Browne, chairman of the British Art Market Federation, 

has made a convincing and credible case in committee. He has 

pointed out several shortcomings, but principally he has argued for 

national legislation in its place. 

If the art and antiques trade is to do its bit in combating crime, 

let it be via a single piece of national legislation, carefully drafted 

and then uniformly enforced. 
Mark Bridge 

The Lord Mayor's coach in all its gilded glory. 

Keep the coach 
on the road 
A

nyone who has seen the Lord Mayor's coach cannot fail to 

be impressed by its grandeur and opulence. It is one of 

only three state coaches surviving in this country, the others 

being the Speaker's Coach, bu ilt in 1699, and HM the Queen's 

Gold Coach, used on limited occasions such as coronations. 

The Lord Mayor's state coach was built for his exclusive use in 

1757 at a cost of £860, equivalent to over £100,000 today and has 

become a priceless treasure of the City. The veh icle is a 'Berl in' 

type, of which very few survive in the world. It weighs almost two 

tonnes and was a very advanced design in its day. Having no 

springs the carriage is slung on four leather straps which at times 

gives the occupants the feeling of seasickness. 

The exuberant rococo decoration consists of allegorical painted 

panels showing London's commercial activity, personifications of 

Faith, Hope and Charity, the Genius of the City, representation of 

Riches, Plenty, Trade and Commerce, Truth and Fame and the war 

god Mars, all rich ly gilded. 

The coach is kept for most of the year at the Museum of 

London where it has pride of place within the centre of all displays 

and the museum was constructed to allow the coach to be taken 

onto the streets of London for its annual outing as the focal attrac

tion of the Lord Mayor's Show. Decked out in al l its finery and 

drawn by six great shire horses, it carries the new incumbent on a 

journey of some four miles around the City streets in all weathers 

before being returned to a museum environment. Here there are 

people in white gloves who demand specia l conditions to prevent 

degradation. The slightest movement within this structure of wood, 

Continued on page 5 
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GUILD NEWS 

The Lord Mayor goes to Rome 
The Lord Mayor and Colonel 

Elmar Th. Mader, Commander 
of the Swiss Guard, inspect the 

Company of Pikemen and 
Musketeers before the parade 

on St. Peter's Square to mark 
the 500th anniversary of the 

founding of the Pontifical 
Swiss Guard. 

T
his year marked the 500th 

ann iversary of the founding 

of the Pontifical Swiss 

Guard, the oldest military unit 

w ith unbroken service in the 

world. 

Not far behind them comes 

the Lord Mayor's bodyguard, the 

Pikemen and Musketeers of the 

Honourable Artillery Company, 

who received their charter from 

Henry VIII in 1537. The HAC's 

status as the second oldest regi

ment led to their being invited to participate in the celebration 

of this historic occasion, a great honour as no other unit has 

ever paraded w ith the Swiss Guard before. 

Frenzied activity was w itnessed at Armoury House, headquar

ters of the HAC, w here the P&M practised their drill on the 

parade ground during the freezing winter months. At the start 

of May some 63 pikemen (including your Hon. Clerk who is the 

Elder Drumbeater) and their ladies started to assemble in Rome. 

They were accompanied by a contingent of over 800 camp fo l

lowers which included two former Lord Mayors, Sir Clive Martin 

and Sir Christopher Walford. Members wearing their blue blaz-

The Pikemen and Musketeers on the march in Rome. 

~ It 

I /1 f 
I 

ers, straw hats and regimental ties were conspicuous everywhere 

and it was hard to f ind a taverna where you didn't know some

body. 

Saturday 6th May was the great day and an early start was in 

order to attend a Papal Mass in St. Peter's Basilica, an occasion 

of pure magic accompanied by the Milan Opera Company and 

full orchestra. The afternoon saw the P&M 'framing a body' in 

the Swiss Guard barracks where they were inspected by their 

three Governors: The Lord Mayor Alderman David Brewer, the 

Colonel Commandant of the HAC, General Sir Timothy 

Granville-Chapman and the Officer Commanding London 

District, Major-General Sebastian Roberts. 

All were in their finery and the Lord Mayor wearing his red 

robes and tricorn hat quite upstaged any passing Cardinal. 

Alderman David Brewer accompanied by the Lady Mayoress and 

their children had flown into Rome late the night before for a 

hectic 23 hours in order to witness the celebrations before flying 

off to the Far East that evening. 

To quote the Hon. Clerk: "marching into St Peter's Square 

was quite the most exhilarating parade I have ever experienced". 

Passing under the great pi ll ars of Bernini's colonnade and into 

the bright sunshine to be met by a tremendous roar from an 

estimated 50,000 plus spectators all shouting and waving was 

like something out of the fi lm Gladiator, when the combata nts 

entered the Roman arena. It was an historic occasion and a day 

that wi ll never be forgotten by all who were there. 
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GUILD NEWS 

At home with the 
Furniture Makers 
0 

ur new Guild has been fortunate enough to be able to arrange as 

its City address No. 12 Austin Friars, London EC2N 2HE: the newly 

establ ished Furniture Makers' Hal l. The current Lord Mayor, 

A lderman David Brewer, cut the ribbon and declared the Hall open on 8th 

December last. 

The new hall is a substantial building on five floors, including a basement, 

situated in the heart of the City at the end of a windi ng medieval lane, a cu I

de-sac to traffic, off Old Broad Street, just a short stroll from Mansion 
House, w ith Drapers' and 

Carpenters' Halls a stone's 

throw away. 
Furniture Makers' Hall: a quiet haven 

just off Broad Street, and now the 
official address of the 

Guild of Arts Professionals. 

'Ir· -
?-· - L~ 
- t-

The decorative brick 

frontage with its terracot

ta frieze and the front 

rooms on the ground and 

first floors were designed 

by the architect E.A. 

Gruning in the tradition of 

Norman Shaw in 188 1-2. 

A fine staircase sweeps 

majestical ly up from the 

large entrance hall. 

---All about our hosts---

The premises were 

bui lt for the merchant 

bankers Fruhling & 

Goschen. A rebuilding 

and enlargement to the 

rear took place in the 

1970s, making a floor 

area of some 6500 square 

feet. 

Much of the bu ilding 

has been let off to raise 

money in the ea rly days of 

occupa ti on, but the 

Furn iture Makers' offices 

are on the 2nd floor and 

dining faci lities on the 

ground floor are run by 

the City caterers Chester 

Boyd, who provide the 

splend id ca rvery lunches 

that we have enjoyed at 

Butchers' Hall. 

Christopher 

Surprising ly perhaps, the Furniture Makers are only 

the fourth livery company to purchase their first hall 

since 1632 and the opening of the Hall is quite an 

achievement for what is stil l a young company, 83rd 

in the order of livery precedence out of a cu rrent 

total of 107. 

The question is often asked why 

the suppl iers of such a commod ity 

as furn iture were not incorporated 

much earlier, the answer being that 

furniture was traditiona lly made by 

Carpenters, Joiners, Upholders 

(Upholsterers) and Turners, each of 

whom still have their own livery 

companies. 

However plans to bring the 

active furniture industry - designers, manufacturers, 

retailers, contract furnishers etc - together did not 

materia lise until 1951 when the Furniture Makers 

were founded as a Gui ld, and 1963 when they were 

granted full Livery status. Their subsequent success 

as a focus for the modern industry 

and as a centre of excellence, may 

offer hope for the fledgling Guild of 

Arts Professionals. 

As with al l the Modern 

Companies (as the 30 founded in the 

20th and 21st centu ries are known), 

the 300 liverymen and 70 or so 

freemen in the Furn iture Makers' 

Company are, or were, all involved in 

the furniture industry in some way. 

Keep the Coach on the Road - Continued from page 3 
plaster and metal is evident from cracks on the sur- va rious street corners in Rome and has on ly recently 

face and these are monitored and recorded. been placed inside a museum. This will one day be 

Under normal circumstances this is a great sur- the fate of our coach but it would be tota lly inap-

vivor from a bygone day and would be kept in a propriate for the Lord Mayor of London to travel in 

glass case in a controlled environment, but here is a anything less glamorous. Heaven forbid a gilded 

vehicle still being used for the purpose it was built Pope mobi le I The only answer, as with Marcus 

and woe the day when this icon of the City should Aure li us, would be for a perfect replica of the orig i-

be considered too fragi le to be taken on the streets. nal. Let us hope the old lady has many more mi les 

Should we regard the coach in the same way as 

HMS Victory, still a commissioned sh ip of which the 

to run. 

Claxton Stevens masts and most of the woodwork has been 

The Lord Mayor's Show is always held on the 

second Saturday of November. This year w ill be the 

11th, so make a note in your diaries and come and 

see this, the best free show in town. J.H. 

Past Master of the replaced? The famous equestrian bronze statue of 

Furniture Makers Marcus Aurel ius had stood for over 1700 years on 
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GUILD EVENTS 

Secret of the heralds of free enterprise 

0 
n April 24th a privi leged group of Guild members spent 

an evening in the company of the Windsor Herald at the 

heart of an institution which has survived for more than 

five centuries without compromising its ancient customs, meth

ods or titles. 

You wil l find no mission statements or chief executives at the 

Col lege of Arms, though there are clear reporting lines. The 

ancient hierarchy is still headed by the Garter King of Arms, who 

is in turn appointed by the Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshall. 

Alongside Garter sit Clarenceux and Norroy & Ulster, Kings of 

Arms. 

Next come the six Heralds: Richmond, York, Chester, Lancaster, 

Windsor and Somerset. And waiting to f ill their shoes are the 

romantically named Pursuivants: Rouge Dragon, Bluemantle, 

Portcu ll is and Rouge Croix. 

By way of introduction our host pointed out that though he 

had been born Wil liam Hunt, the name on his passport was now 

plain Windsor, a fact that causes no end of trouble when it comes 

to filling in forms that require a christian name. 

Such is the nature of the College of Arms, a living anachronism 

housed in a Grade 1 listed building which nevertheless pays its 

own way without government support and remains enti rely dedi

cated to heraldry. 

The tour began in the only room regularly open to the public, 

the Earl Marshall's Court, a rea l courtroom where disputes over 

the use and misuse of armoria l bearings can he heard, though the 

most recent case - Manchester Corporation vs the Manchester 

Palace of Varieties - was back in 1954 and attracted so much 

attention that it had to be transferred to the High Court. 

The tour then moved next door into the old Records Room, and 

ended in the true heart of the College, the 'new' Records Room 

bui lt in the 1840s. Here are housed t he many and various registers 

of well over 100,000 grants of arms in manuscript vo lumes dating 

from the 15th century to the present day. 

There are no microfiches and no computerised cata logue. Nor 

are the records arranged in any system discernible to the uniniti

ated. The same leather-bound manuscri pts that survived the Great 

Fire and the Blitz are sti ll the working lib ra ry of the Heralds and 

they are consulted every day to check the design and the va lidity 

of coats of arms requested by modern appl icants, of which there 

is no shortage. 

And this is probably the secret of the survival of the College in 

its gloriously unreconstructed and unstreamlined state. Though its 

officials take on the organisation of great State occcasions as a 

matter of course, it makes no demands on the public purse 

because for centuries the Hera lds have been able to finance them

selves and the Col lege by charg ing professiona l fees for designing 

arms and undertaking genealogical research. 

Long may it continue. It was indeed a privilege to share the 

world of the Heralds and to be allowed a precious hour in their 

wonderful library. 

A feast of heraldry above the entrance to the College 
which was purpose built in the 1670s to the designs of 
Maurice Emmett, Master Bricklayer to the Office of Works. 

Ben Janssens, Clemens Vanderven and Anna Haughton 
enjoy a buffet supper in the Old Record Room at the 
College of Arms. 

Future Events 
June 10th The Colone l's Review, Horse Guards Pa rade fol 
lowed by a picn ic lunch in a marquee by the Guards' Chapel. 

June 29th "The Stews of London". Evening walk in the City 
led by our Hon Clerk, Jonathan Horne, visiting some the seedi 
er parts of Medieval London. 

July 11th Curry lunch on board HOS Wellington, courtesy of 
the Master Mariners. 

October 12th Black tie dinner at the Tallow Chandlers' Hall. 

November 11th The Lord Mayor's show. The best free show 
in town. 

November 15th Lunch at the Butchers' Hall. 

December 10th Advent service at St Peter ad Vincu la, HM 
Tower of London. 

page 6 
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EXHIBITIONS 

The man who I Free summer shows 
knew too much 

Robert Hooke: his 
private notes, recent
ly rediscovered, have 
been acquired by the 
Royal Society and will 
go on show there in 
July. 

I 
n March of this year a fo lio of private notes taken down by 

Robert Hooke (1635 - 1703) in his capacity as Secretary of the 

Royal Society was due to come up for auction. In the event the 

auction never took place as Bonhams were able to negotiate their 

sa le to the Royal Society itself for around £1m. 

Lord Rees of Ludlow, the President of the Royal Society, wel

comed the return of the notes: "Robert Hooke was a colossa l fig

ure in the found ing of modern science, and these documents rep

resent an irreplaceable record of his contribution. We w ill put the 

origina ls on display during our Summer Science Exh ibition this year 

between 3 and 6 July." 

Hooke suffered by being a giant in a generation of giants and 

was largely overshadowed by such as Wren and Newton. In fact he 

was the true Renaissance man of the 17th century, a jack of al l 

t rades and an expert in all ; although he was known as rather a 

braggart in his lifetime. 

He began his extraordinary career as apprentice to the Court 

artist Peter Lely even before attending Westminster School and 

later Christ Church, Oxford. Samuel Pepys said of him: " Mr Hooke, 

is the most and promises the least of any man in the world that I 

ever saw." He was referring to his rather unprepossessing appear

ance as a hunchback who paid little heed to his appearance. 

During his lifetime he was regarded as one of London's leading 

architects. His vast body of work includes the Royal College of 

Physicians, Bethlem Hospita l, which 1nsp1red Wren's Royal Hospital, 

Montague House on the site of the British Museum, the engineer

ing feat of the Fleet Ditch, the Roya Exchange, Merchant Taylors' 

School and Ragley Ha ll in Warw1cksh1re. He worked on many City 

churches with and without Wren. They aiso collaborated on the 

Monument and the general rebuilding o;' London. 

But architecture is only one of h s rrac,1 par1.5_ He w as a friend 

of the clockmaker Tompion for 0\€' :,:,en:i, 1ears and is thought to 

have designed the first spring-regv a:ec .·.atcn for Charles II, receiv-

Continued on back cover 

Precious Statements 

T
he summer exhibtion at the Goldsmiths' Hal l pays tribute 

to two contemporary masters of applied art: Malcolm 

Appleby and John Donald. 

Malcolm Appleby's career began as an artist-engraver in 1968 

and he is now acclaimed as one of Britain 's foremost silver

smiths. At the same time he has earned an equal reputation as 

the most innovative engraver of sporting guns. 

John Donald helped to revolutionise British jewel lery design in 

the 1960s when his naturalistic settings for often uncut gems 

brought new potential to an ancient craft. Based in Cheapside, 

he always had strong City connections and has designed rega lia 

and insiginia for many Livery Companies He also enjoyed Roya l 

patronage and Christie's sale of items from the col lection of 

Princess Margaret on June 13- 14 included 15 of his creations. 

Precious Statements continues until July 1. 

Goldsmiths' Hall, Foster Lane, London EC2 Tel.020 7606 7010 

The Bank of England Museum reopened in May after 

refurbishment with an exhibition entitled Pounds, Pence 

and Money Boxes. Some 500 money boxes from the 

Bank's collection will be on show until November 1. 

Children who bring money boxes of a type not 

represented in the show will receive a small prize. 

The exhibition also presents objects which have 

served as currency around the world, including the 

feather money, above, from the Pacific island of 

Santa Cruz. 

Bank of England, Threadneedle St, EC2. Tel.020 7601 S545 

The Hall in the Garden 

F
reemasons' Hall is one of the most distinctive and yet least 

known buildings in London. Its looming truncated tower 

recently gained fame as the MIS headquarters in the BBC 

television's Spooks, but the site at the end of Long Acre has 

been the home of the Un ited Grand Lodge of England fo r 230 

years. Thi s summer, from July 13 to October 20, a special exhibi

tion at the Library and Museum of Freemasonry wi ll trace the 

history of a succession of Hal ls which have occupied t he site, 

from its 18th century beginnings to the current Art Deco edifice. 

Freemasons' Hall, 60 Gt Queen St WC2. Tel.020 7395 9257 
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THE CLERK'S COLUMN . ~ -

Now is the time of waiting (~~i 
I

t is my great pleasure to announce that the Company of Furniture Makers have 4 1 ~ _ ~ · 

address. Having a base w1th 1n the City Is one of the st1pu lat1ons of forming a ),.- ,7 0 
1 

.• , 

generously agreed to allow us to use the Furniture Makers' Hall as our official City J ~ _, /',' f" 
Guild. We wi ll also have access to a desk and a place to store regalia and cloaks, '.i, ~ • ' · 
but that is a little way off. · ._..,· · 

The Guild has made a charitable award to the Lord Mayor's Treloar Appeal, which 

provides mobile chairs for children w ith extreme disabilities. It was also agreed to give 

funds to a student studying musical instrument conservation. 

Five new members have been elected James Fielden of AXA Art Insurance (Risk survey

or), Dr Niamh Whitfield (Archaeologist and British history specialist), Matthew Girling, 

(Chairman, Bonhams Knightsbridge), Colin Sheaf, (Deputy Chairman, Bonhams), Timothy 

Schroder (si lver specialist and former curator of the Gilbert Collection). 

This is the first opportunity to report on our annual service, wh ich was held on 

Sunday 11th December in St Peter ad Vincula within the Tower of London. It was a 

most enjoyable and successful occasion thanks to our Chaplain, The Rev Paul 

Abram. A number of people remarked on how much they had enjoyed it and 

thought the choir was wonderful. With family and friends our party totalled 24. Let's 

hope we can increase the number for the next service, wh ich wi ll be on 10th December. 

The next big event on the horizon is our black-tie dinner to be held at the Tallow 

Chandlers' Hall on Thursday 12th October. This is a beautiful 17th century building 

wh ich somehow survived the Blitz. Please sta rt making your plans to come; if our 

last dinner is anything to go by, it w ill prove to be an excel lent evening. 

We slowly progress towards our goal of seeking recognition for Guild status by 

the Court of Aldermen of the City of London. As part of this procedure a Court 

of Assistants has been chosen and the Master and Officers wil l be elected at 

the first meeting. Much work has been put into our application, which has 

now grown into a 28-page document. One of our Committee meetings was 

held around the hospital bed of our sponsoring Alderman, Ian Lucier, who was ca lled in for a 

minor operation and I am glad to say was soon afterwards back in the saddle. We were constantly interrupted by an irregular 

bleep on the monitor and concern was raised w hen th is became a continuous note and the thought arose that it might be a 

heart monitor. However, the meeting carried on and an efficient nurse took control of the offending electrical equipment! 

Now is the time of waiting for the results of our application . Hopefu lly, in the next newsletter we can announce that the 

flags are flying. 

Jonathan Horne FSA, Hon. Clerk, 120 Mount Street, London W1K 3NN Tel. 020 7409 1799 

Continued from page 7 

The man who knew too much 
ing the Royal Patent before Huygens. His 

fascination with engineering followed his 

apprenticeship to Robert Boyle, for whom 

he created the pumps and models to prove 

Boyle's Law This led to his creation of astro

nomical instruments for competitor 

Flamsteed, later Astronomer Royal. 

His inquisitive and enquiring mind 

inspired the publication of many treatises, 

from the earliest survivor, a paper on capil

lary action written in 1661 , to his best

known work, Micrographica, the result of 

many painstaking experiments. He was a 

major player in The Royal Society, a mover 

and shaker in the coffee shops of the peri

od and a philanthropist on a huge scale 

towards the end of life. 

His very energy in all arts and sciences 

unfortunately earned him many detractors, 

resulting in his being partially written out of 

history. 

So when wandering through London 

and admiring the City, think on Hooke. He 

may well have had a hand in whatever 

object or concept you are admiring 

Russell Elliott 

Did you know? 
THE popular phrase "at sixes 

and sevens", denoting a state 

of uncertainty and confusion, 

is said to have its origin in the 

non-resolution of the order of 

precedence of the Merchant 

Taylors' and the Skinners ' 

Companies. 

When the matter was 

brought before the Mayor 

and Aldermen in 1484 it was 

decided that they should 

swap places annually, and so 

it has continued to this day 

.. 




